
ACTIVE WALWORTH FORUM 
APRIL 16TH 2013 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Attached to Inspire 
 
Alice Moore 
Stuart Woods 
Father Andrew  
Donna Grant 
Alan Wild 
 
ACTive Walworth Partners 
 
Grisel Tarifa (Pembroke House) 
Llorenc O’Prey (BACKR) 
Celine Rotcajg (Community Action Southwark) 
Jessica Lousley (Volunteer Centre Southwark) 
Catherine Negus (Community Action Southwark) 
 
Guests 
 
Danny Waters 
Luis Curay 
M Lockwood 
J Hughes 
C Cranfield 
Angela Tannor 
Richard Lee 
Lauren Harris 
Mohamed Abali 
Mohammed Aden 
Zara Lloyd 
Patricia Funnell 
Merrine 
Carlyn Harris 
Sandra Crossman-Walker 
A Nyemah 
M Smith 
Idie Tuki-Ogunsyi 
Andy Jacques 
Paul Donaghy 
 
Minutes: Daniel Fineman 
 
 



 
Forum Start: 6.35pm 
 
AM  
Welcome 
Agenda for evening 
Description of Active Walworth 
Introductions 
Personal background/case study: moving to area, starting Real Drama, finding 
Inspire. 
 
DW 
Raises question of whether there is an Active Walworth Twitter account. 
Might help with fundraising. 
 
ZL 
This Is Walworth twitter already exists 
 
AM 
ACTive Walworth tweets could go through This Is Walworth. No need to set up a 
new account only for it to migrate in 2 months’ time. 
Introduces Zara Lloyd 
 
ZL 
Gives background on connection to Walworth: 
Has lived in Walworth 20 years, not born in Walworth but has raised her children 
here. 
Issues wants to address include: Is Walworth losing its identity? Few know it as 
Walworth now, most call it Elephant & Castle . 
People need to know about the groups that are caring for the community. 
Would like to create a directory for Walworth similar to Time Out but it needs to 
come from the people of Walworth. 
It will include local stores, local activities, and local resources. 
 
AM 
What do people think of Walworth losing its identity? 
 
DG 
It never had an identity. It’s always been known as between Elephant & Castle and 
Camberwell. 
 
AM 
The Walworth Road is a big divide, there are different worlds either side. East and 
West Walworth. 
 
 
 



DG 
Agrees. Lives in East Walworth, doesn’t go to West Walworth. Example: has never 
visited Walworth Garden Farm. 
 
DW 
The community has died. 
Aylesbury and Heygate residents are leaving so the community identity is lost. 
Hopefully the new residences will be more inviting. 
There is nothing in West Walworth to invite you across the Walworth Road. 
 
 
AM 
Will Zara’s directory idea help stop the loss of identity? 
 
- Consensus agrees that it will - 
 
SW 
Does this idea already exist as a website? 
 
ZL 
It doesn’t. 
Directory will be a blue-bound book and will feature profiles of local people such as 
the shoe man on Walworth Road. 
There are lots of independent stores in the area. 
 
ML 
There are not as many as there were before regeneration began. 
Has lived here all her life but now her kids can’t afford to live here. They’ve been 
priced out of the area so the identity is being lost. 
 
JH 
The regeneration is too slow for residents to see any benefit to the area 
 
ML 
The Aylesbury residents that have left won’t be returning. 
 
LH 
People are discouraged from coming to the area due to the portrayal of the 
Aylesbury. There are very negative connotations. 
There needs to be a positive feel, people need to hear the good things about the 
area. 
 
- Channel 4 ident mentioned with much consternation - 
 
AW 
Does anyone have any ideas to help improve Walworth’s image? 
 



LH 
The directory will help 
 
AW 
The Aylesbury had a sense of community however some people were trying to 
perpetuate a negative image of the estate. 
 
 
SC-W 
Years ago it was very dangerous, it’s not as bad as before. 
Has lived for 20 years on the Aylesbury with Burgess Park next door which is very 
attractive. 
Area should be very nice when regeneration is complete. 
 
CN 
Experience of Walworth is just the Walworth Road as it is for many people. 
You would have no idea what is either side. 
 
DW 
The artwork on Wendover by 2InSpire is eye-catching and positive. 
 
AM 
There is a lot of guerrilla art in the Heygate Estate 
 
GT 
Containers on the Walworth Road will be artist studios. Rent is £90-£100 per week. 
 
DG 
Soon there will be hoardings going up outside Aylesbury regeneration featuring 
photographs of herself with other local workers. 
 
SW 
The local art has never been vandalised 
 
LO’P 
Is new to London from Bristol. Has noticed there are loads of things going on here 
but they are very hard to tap in to. 
Zara’s project sounds wonderful. 
You have to proactively get out there and find out what is happening. 
The turbulence in the area due to regeneration is noticeable. 
 
SW 
Why is London hard to tap in to? 
 
 
 
 



LO’P 
It’s a collection of villages and it’s hard to focus on one area. There are many 
distractions. 
We should make it easy for people to understand what’s going on. 
 
 
FA 
The directory is a very nice idea. Will it be a one off or happen each year? 
 
ZL 
It will be printed seasonally 
Lots of groups will be involved. Don’t yet know where the funding will come from. 
It will be linked to a blog or website that will be interactive, people will be able to 
post activities. 
 
FA 
Mentions ‘365 Faversham’, a project documenting daily life that uses sponsorship for 
funding e.g. “Happy Birthday _____” beside a photograph. Contributors pay to have 
message printed. 
Could that be a funding idea for the Walworth directory? 
 
ZL 
Yes it could. ‘Spitalfields Life’ publishes everything that’s going on – it’s a forum for 
everyone. 
Walworth directory will be similar. 
 
GT 
Lived on Bankside for 18 years, has spoken to developers in Walworth to create a 
welcome pack for residents moving into new accommodation. 
 
LH 
Could bingo feature in the Walworth directory? 
 
ZL 
Yes providing there is a story and photo to accompany. 
 
CR 
Lives on East Street, Zara’s idea is great though would funding be problematic? 
Getting online is a great way of getting the ball rolling in terms of funding, 
Camberwell guide is a good example. 
The photo book of the Elephant & Castle Shopping Centre is another example of 
documenting the area 
 
ZL 
Not worried about funding 
 
 



AM 
ACTive Walworth will assist Zara on the project. 
 
PD 
One problem with the directory is that there may be a lack of focus? 
There is so much going on that it can be bewildering. Could a focus be found to bring 
things together. 
The idea however is fantastic and could provide a historical footprint. 
 
FA 
Mapping of community assets has been done. These can be seen on Southwark 
council website 
 
AM 
What about the infiltration of betting shops, loan shops and pawnbrokers in the 
area? 
 
FA 
Walworth Society has been going for a year, Jeremy Leach holds an open meeting on 
the first of every month to which councillors attend. 
You can write to the council about planning permission. Their hands are tied over 
money lending shops but if residents complain they can look into the issue and 
consider making limitations of these shops law. 
 
DW 
The salt-of-the-earth elements have left the community, bad elements have come in 
and replaced them. This has changed the high street 
 
FA 
A number of people here do look out for their neighbours. 
Have accidentally left the front door open recently and nothing has happened. 
 
ML 
East Street needs to be regulated, it used to be rammed. Now wouldn’t buy anything 
on East Street. Walworth Road is one of the worst in London to drive down. 
The market needs to be sorted out 
 
ZL 
The council won’t sort it out, we have to. 
 
LO’P 
Asset mapping can be very important, beyond bricks and mortar. It paints a colourful 
picture of the community and an outlet for people to get involved in 
 
AM 
There needs to be something tangible from tonight, it can be tempting just to 
become cross and get things off your chest 



 
RL 
Is local resident and part of the Elephant Amenity Network. 
We need to think about resources that can be tapped in to, the fact is that 
regeneration means a huge amount of money will come in to the area. 
We are not thinking strategically. 
No one has worked on what to do with the asset mapping. How to ensure locals 
benefit from regeneration. Need for more linkage and to take advantage of what the 
government is saying, encouraging support. 
 
CN 
The mapping project is for Southwark as a whole, not just for for-profit 
organisations. There is a need for finding out which groups need support and looking 
at the value of what the work those groups do. 
 
SW 
Do people think they’ll still be living in Walworth in 15 years’ time and will that 
change your view of what the community needs? 
It can be difficult to bring people into services.  The Aylesbury is saturated with 
services. Those living on the estate should be running those services. Ideas need to 
start from within, Inspire can influence. 
Working as a joint force is formidable. 
 
AM 
ACTive Walworth can help broker those relationships 
 
ML 
Have never found any support available locally 
 
JH 
Runs a nursery, never had any help despite trying 
 
SW 
Door dropping is ineffective. The services are there. Can be hard to access at times 
but they are there and need to be marketed. 
What would be the best way? 
 
ML 
A well leafleted open day. Door knocking. 
 
FA 
Who here is on Twitter? 
 
JH 
We haven’t all got access to computers 
 
 



AM 
We haven’t all time to knock on doors 
 
JL 
Lots of people are talking about bringing stories together, these things take time. 
Cannot get around this. Building relationships is important. Danger is in distraction. 
Knowing Community Action Southwark is there is great to know but you have to 
develop your circle of people. 
 
- BREAK – 
 
8.45pm 
AM 
Thanks to those who spoke on camera and have stayed on. 
Introductions of ACTive Walworth participants. 
 
AT/LC/SL 
Brief descriptions of own ACTive Walworth supported projects 
 
AM 
The meeting today there has been highlighted a lack of awareness of support and 
organisations in the local area. 
There is a need for cohesion, communication and community. 
Is there a way to address this? 
Proposes to hold the forum again with a specific focus. 
Would people like to meet again? 
 
- Unanimous vote for yes – 
 
AM 
Suggest 6 months’ or 3 months’ time? 
 
- Majority vote for 3 months’ time – 
 
AM 
Propose 15th of July 2013 for next forum, will send out date and will link to website. 
 
ENDS 
 


